Groups with special health care needs.
Inadequate access to health services is a major problem for disadvantaged groups and the reasons for this presents health researchers with a special challenge. These groups include women, Maori people, the economically deprived, the handicapped and the geographically isolated. Maori groups are now advocating community and Marae-based health clinics whilst well women clinics have evolved from the women's health lobby. These initiatives have allowed the respective groups to take responsibility for their own health and be involved in the health decision-making process. With respect to the chronically disabled there is a continuing need for realistic support and careful evaluation.